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HOUSE BI LL 2810

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Sullivan, Quall, Upthegrove, Anderson, Conway,
Kenney, Hai gh, Hudgins, Santos, Sinpson, and O nshy

Read first tine 01/ 16/ 08. Referred to Commttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to enhancing resources and assistance in school
districts with concentrations of English |anguage |earner students;
amendi ng RCW 28A. 165. 055; and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) Research has shown there is a negative
i npact on student achi evenent in schools with a very |arge proportion
of lowincome students and that this effect is larger than would
otherwi se be expected wthout the poverty concentration. Thi s
multiplier effect is the reason that federal Title |I prograns require
a special schoolw de approach to renediation in schools with greater
than forty percent |owincone students. State allocations for the
| earni ng assistance program also provide a resource enhancenent for
school districts with greater than forty percent | owincone students.

(2) Research has not been conducted regarding a possible multiplier
effect on student achievenment from high concentrations of English
| anguage | earner students. However, it is very clear that English
| anguage | earner students face significant challenges in neeting the
state's academ c | earni ng standards. Resources fromthe transitiona
bilingual instruction program are intended to provide these students
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wi th English |anguage conpetencies, but a significant proportion of
t hese students need additional |earning opportunities and assistance if
they are expected to neet the sane standards as other students. Sone
school districts in the state have a disproportionate nunber of both
English |anguage |earner and |owinconme students and thus face a
di sproportionate challenge in assisting these students.

(3) Therefore, the legislature intends to provide a resource
enhancenent to school districts through the | earning assistance program
based on hi gh concentrations of English | anguage | earner students.

Sec. 2. RCW 28A.165.055 and 2005 c 489 s 1 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Each school district with an approved programis eligible for
state funds provided for the |earning assistance program The funds
shal | be appropriated for the | earning assistance programin accordance
with the biennial appropriations act. The distribution fornmula is for
school district allocation purposes only. The distribution fornula
shal | be based on one or nore famly incone factors neasuring econonic
need.

(2) In addition to the funds allocated to eligible school districts
on the basis of famly inconme factors, enhanced funds shall be
allocated for school districts where nore than twenty percent of
students are eligible for and enrolled in the transitional bilingua
instruction program under chapter 28A 180 RCW as provided in this
subsecti on.

(a) If, in the prior school year, a district's percent of October
headcount student enrollnent in grades kindergarten through twelve who
are enrolled in the transitional bilingual instruction program based
on an average of the program headcount taken in October and My,
exceeds twenty percent, twenty percent shall be subtracted from the
district's per cent transitional bi I'i nqual instruction program
enrollment and the resulting percent shall be nultiplied by the
district's kindergarten through twelve annual average full-tinme
equi valent enrollnent for the prior school year.

(b) The nunber calculated under (a) of this subsection shall be the
nunber of additional funded students for purposes of this subsection,
to be multiplied by the per-funded student allocation rates specified
in the omi bus appropriations act.
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(c) School districts are only eligible for the enhanced funds under

this subsection if their percentage of October headcount enrollnment in

gr ades ki nderqgarten through twelve eligible for free or

reduced price

l unch exceeded forty percent in the prior school vyear
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